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INVASIVE AQUATIC PLANT MANAGEMENT — LAKE MASPENOCK & LAKE WHITEHALL
An Important Message From Hopkinton Conservation Commission

‘April 14, 2015—The Hopkinion Conservation Comimission ssued permits in March 20150 trest Lake Maspenock and Lake Whithal for invasive aqutc
plants which have been agressively groning and overtaking the nafive plant species in resent years. The treatment programs, which ivolve the
‘appication of ebicides, wil begin tis summer and wil be performed by Aquatic Control Technologies, a company wth over 30 years of experience in
managing aquatic vegetation in NE. The company will olow sirict stte and federal ouidelines for proper Use of herbicides in Iskes, and wil use the
testment as partof a comprehensive, long-ter siategy for managing the invasive-plant probiem

This treatment, however, addresses the symptom of the problem of invasive weeds and not one of the main causes, excessive nutrients i the
Lakes that allow the invasive plants to thrive.

The presence of invasive plant species in New England waterways is not uncommon. Todsy, the most common way invasive Species are iniroduced s
by clinging to bosts and propellers that are moving fom ke {0 lake. \When the bost ortaller eters the new water body,the plant fragments are washed
Ioose, seeding an enire new colony of nvasive pianis.

© the invasive planis are esiablished, they are nearly impossible o eradicate. Infestation of these planis can decrease the property value of the land
sumouncing the Iske by clogging the fake (imiting s uses),cresting bad odors and accelerating the naturel aging of e leke. Invasive species can a0
block eniranceways and decresse the depth oflakes making swimming, fhing and bosting nearly impossibe.

Over the past six years, non-chermical management of the invasive plaris has been implemented at Lake Maspenock that included yearly drawdoun of
the water leve, periodic extended Grawdown, and placing signs at the bost ramps cncouraging bost owners fo wash weeds and plant debris of their
bosts offsite.  Non-chemical mansgemen has slso been used at Lake Whitchall n the past. Despite these effors, the invasive plants persist which s
why tis next, more aggressive, phase of herticidelalgascide ireatment i being conducted at both of our Lakes.

Eutrophication is 2 nafurl, slow-aging process for a water body, but human activiy oreatly speeds up the process by ntroducing high concentrations of
nuiens, especially phosphorus, nifogen and potassium._These nutrents typially promote excessive growth of algac. As the algae die and
‘Gecompose. high levels of organic matter and the decomposing organisms deplee the water of avalable orygen, causing fre dath of other organisms,
such as fish. Excessive nutients within & shallow lake wil lso enable invasive plants 0 orow and spread more Vigorousy.

‘One of the main sources of these nutrients is lawn and landscape fertizer runoff, and it is estimated that approximately 50% of the fertlzer
‘applied o your lawn gets washed away and ends up in surface water andior groundwater (see link to article below).

Sowhie tis
value. Wh

ssually pleasing (0 have 3 lush, green lawn, it comes at the expense of our Lake's water qualty, aquatic scosystem and recrestional
1 you do &s & concemed resident? Please consider te following

Use environmentaly-friendly fertizer for your lawn and landscape (s 3ls0 safe
Clean up after your pets and properly dispose of pt waste;

Wash off your boat or watercraft hul, raler and propeler offie,prior o using n our Lakes;
Spread the word - Educate your fends and neighbors; and

Contact the Conservation Commission, Lake Maspenock Preservation Association of Friends of

for your chid

n and pets].

itehall for additional nformation.





