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Natick commission OK's weed managment program

NATICK - The Conservation Commission Thursday supported a mixture of chemical and mechanical means to control nuisance vegetation such as milfoil on
Natick's part of Lake Cochituate and Fiske Pond.

"We've struggled with this over the last number of years,” Conservation Commission Chairman Matthew Gardner sai
2 combination of mechanical and chemical means)."

The commission approved an order of conditions that covers five years and allows the state Department of Conservation and Recreation to perform
treatments. The order has an array of conditions including public notification of chemical treatment, an opt-out provision for anyone who does not want the
‘herbicide applied by their house and a buffer zone around wells. Chemical treatment cannot be done in areas where plant cover is 5 percent or less.

Several local groups, including the Cochituate State Park Advisory Commitiee, Lake Cochituate Watershed Council and Wayland Surface Water Quality
Commmittee, have come together seeking a solution for the whole lake, which lies in Natick, Framingham and Wayland.

Plans call for a spot treatment using the herbicide diquat to control milfoil and physical techniques to remove weeds without chemicals such as hand pulling.
Tom Flannery, an aquatic ecologist with DCR, said the groups approached DCR about the plant problem. Herbicide "is just adding one more tool to the tool
‘box" as workers seek to control vegetation that can be spread to other lakes by boats, entangle swimmers and cause other problems, he said.

Flannery said the area where chemicals might be used will be determined after vegetation is surveyed.

Chemical use has sparked debate with some people worried about wells. The order of conditions includes a requirement that well and lake water be tested.

"It seems like we're on a pesticide treadmill and we're never going to get off," said Shirley Brown, who lives along the lake in Natick.

Flannery said he is not aware of any instances where diquat has been discovered in wellsin situations like this. The conditions prohibit using chemicals within
500 feet of the Springvale wellheads and 300 feet of the Evergreen wellheads.

He said there are success stories where herbicides are not needed for multiple years after a chemical treatment, but i is unrealistic to think the plants can be
eradicated.

‘The commission allowed DCR to use certain copper compounds, which Flannery said are effective at treating algae blooms, on Fiske Pond.

Diquat, which dissipates from water within a couple days, was applied last year by the boat ramp and beach, officials have said.

Sandra Brennan, of Wayland, chairwoman of the Cochituate State Park Advisory Commiltee, s2id chemicals have also already been used in Lake Cochituate’s
North Pond with success.

Brennan said she hopes for similar success on Natick's part of the lake. Hopefully, areas where chemicals are applied this year will not rise to the density where
chemicals are needed in the following year, she said.

Once the commission’s order is formally issued, people have 10 days to appeal the decision to the state Department of Environmental Protection.

Brian Benson can be reached at 508-626-3964 or bbenson@wickedlocal.com. Follow him on Twitter @bbensonmdn.
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