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Lake Maspenock Preservation Association

Website: www.lmpa.org
Email: lmpa.org@verizon.net
TIME LINE OF AQUATIC GROWTH MANAGEMENT ISSUE

Brief Outline:

· 2003 – Comprehensive biological survey conducted of Lake Maspenock

· 2004 Through 2006 – Invasive weed Problem recognized and discussed, no clear direction chosen

· 2006 – Decision made to conduct another Biological survey in 2007 

· 2007 – Comprehensive biological survey conducted to use as a baseline to measure any remedial efforts undertaken to control invasive weed growth

· 2007 Town of Hopkinton purchased the dam on lake Maspenock

· 2008 Town of Hopkinton Conservation Commission requested that the traditional draw down of Lake Maspenock be submitted to them as a formalized plan

· 2008 Work began on this plan, Hopkinton Department of Public works spearheaded the process of formalizing the draw down plan with the input and significant assistance of the LMPA

· 2009 Notice of Intent submitted to the Hopkinton Conservation Commission which includes the plan for the normal annual draw down, but also a plan for a more extensive draw down for invasive weed control.  Also included is a plan to re-build the Town owned boat ramp at Sandy Beach and the re-paving of the parking lot at Sandy Beach

· 2009 April – Hopkinton Conservation Commission approved the NOI which included the normal and more extensive draw downs, and the work on the boat ramp and parking lot at Sandy Beach.

· 2010/2011(Fall/Winter) First more extensive draw down conducted on Lake Maspenock resulting in a water level reduction of approximately 7 feet

· 2011(Summer) – Invasive weed problem markedly improved.  Comprehensive Biological Survey of the lake conducted, confirmed a drastic reduction of the biomass in the lake, with no apparent negative effects on other life forms in the lake.

· 2012 -  Reports of a “new” weed becoming problematic

· 2013 – The “new” weed is identified as ‘large leaf pond weed’, problem with this weed becoming significant

· 2013(November) – LMPA General membership meeting held, The weed problem was extensively discussed and a motion was made and approved that a formal study would be pursued by the LMPA into how the problem could be managed and controlled

· 2013/2014(Fall/Winter) – The 2nd more extensive draw down attempted, Weather conditions prevented the draw down from being implemented effectively, lake level reduced by only about 5 feet

· 2014(Summer) Partial draw down had no effect, the large leaf pond weed problem had progressed to the point of making some areas of the lake un-usable.  The Hopkinton Conservation Commission waived the requirement that a Biological Survey be conducted because of the insignificant draw down the prior winter.  This waiver was requested by the LMPA to save the considerable expense of the report.

· 2014 - Early Fall, multiple appeals made to the membership to organize a ‘weed management committee, there were no restrictions placed on who could serve on the committee, the committee was formed and extensive research conducted

· 2014 - November/December, Weed Management Committee reported research results and made recommendations to the officers and executive board members of the LMPA

· 2014 – Multiple notices sent to the membership concerning a general meeting to be held in January, where a vote would be taken to determine the direction the LMPA would follow in regards to the excessive weed growth in the lake.

· 2015 - January 8th, Meeting with the membership held in the Hopkinton High School cafeteria, 64 members attended which is far in excess of the required quorum of 20 members, the LMPA had access to this venue for a limited time, members were asked to write down questions, which were submitted to the panel assembled, to be answered,  when all the questions, which had been submitted, had been addressed, a voice vote was taken, which was overwhelming in favor of the LMPA seeking permitting to conduct treatment of the lake with herbicides in an effort to control and manage the excessive weed growth in the lake.

· 2015(February) - A Notice of Intent, sponsored by the Hopkinton DPW, was submitted to the Hopkinton Conservation Commission and filed with the State DEP, as required.  All required notices and postings were made and conducted concerning public hearings to be held

· 2015(March 9th) - The Hopkinton Conservation Commission held a public hearing to discuss the NOI.  Only 3 members of the public attended who, were in opposition to the use of herbicides in the lake  

· March 9, 2015 – The Hopkinton Conservation Commission approved the NOI subject to an ‘order of conditions’ issued by that body 

